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This is an Art, Commerce and Science class. 
This class covers all three disciplines. We’re going to voice audiobooks, edit them, then manage RHs. 

Art 

The skill of storytelling. How to 

voice commercials, animation 

and narration. It’s where 

almost all other voice over 

classes stop.  

Commerce 

The business of the business. 

How to attract customers, how 

to show them your wares, how 

to fill their needs, and how to 

price and collect your fees.  

Science 

The technology, tools and 

digital skills needed to create 

and sustain your voice over 

practice. The science is always 

changing.  
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Here’s the plan for class. 

Introduction 
Why using Audacity to edit ACX recordings is 

essential. 

Lesson 01 
Editing your recorded chapters in Audacity. 

 
Lesson 02 
Mastering and uploading your chapters to ACX. 

 
Lesson 03 

Revisions, pickups and approvals 

from RHs and ACX. 

 3 Or More Things To Explore 
Your homework and other actionable items. 

 
Questions and Answers 

Save your questions until the end, then fire away. 
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Introduction 
Why using Audacity to edit ACX recordings is essential. 
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Why Audacity for editing chapters? 

Audacity arranges your work. 
So you screwed up a dozen times. Or a hundred. Easy peasy lemon squeezy to fix all that. 

Audacity makes you a faster and better audiobook narrator. Here are three reasons why. 

Audacity is the easiest app in which to edit raw voice tracks. 
8 steps for ProTools to complete one track edit, versus 2 steps for Audacity. 

Audacity also handles final file creation with ease. 
Once you’ve edited and mastered your audio, Audacity creates exactly the file ACX expects. 
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“

”

This process has 

two halves: 

recording and 

editing. This class 

covers the 

second half: 

editing. 
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Lesson 01 
Editing your recorded chapters in Audacity. 
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RECAP: Record. Goof. Hit STOP, FF, REC. Pick it up. 

This is the button click pattern to do pickups when recording. 
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“

”

RECAP: Audacity 

will start a new 

recording below 

and to the right 

of your current 

track. 
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“

”

Now, it’s time to 

edit. We’ll be 

copying and 

pasting the good 

takes over the 

mistakes, ending 

up with the final 

finished top track. 
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Creating a master top track for ACX in Audacity. 
5 steps to working quickly, cleanly and with almost no chance of errors. 

Work Backwards 

Move from right to left, end to 

beginning, when editing the 

project. Much faster than left 

to right.  

Highlight Pickup 

Dragging from right to left, 

select from the end of the 

last word to the first word in 

the final pickup. 

Copy and Paste 

Copy your selection, then paste 

over the mistake that’s in the 

track above and to the left of 

your pickup.  

Extend the selection 

Once your pickup is 

pasted over the mistake, 

extend your selection to 

the left of THAT audio, 

and repeat the process.  

Repeat until done. 

Copy, paste, extend. Copy 

paste, extend. The top track 

will be your finished audio. 
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While you’re editing, trim the silences to exact lengths. 

Half a second (.5) at the start of each chapter. 2.5 seconds 

between the title and the body. 3.5 seconds at the end. 
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How To Edit Chapters With Audacity – Video Demo 
Watch as we take the raw recordings, trim the silences and place pickups over errors. 
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Lesson 02 
Mastering and uploading your chapters to ACX. 
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A quick preview of raw WAVs vs. Levelated WAVs. 
These are two very different sounding files. 

Raw WAV file before The Levelator. WAV after The Levelator. 
All volumes pretty much the same, 

and much louder overall. 
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Raw, Levelated and Normalized WAV – Video Demo 
The three versions of what you record and edit, and then turn into an MP3. 

16 

Recording For ACX with Audacity – Part 2 
Copyright ©2016 VO2GoGo, Inc. All rights reserved worldwide 

Preparing Chapters as MP3s For ACX in Audacity. 
5 steps to making your chapters sound professional and meet ACX’s standards. 

Import Levelated 
WAV File 

Once The Levelator has 

processed your WAV file, 

import it back into Audacity. 

Normalize 

Choose Normalize from the 

Effects menu, limiting your 

level to -3.0 dB.  
Export Audio 

Choose Export Audio from the 

File menu.  

Set Format, Bitrate 

Choose MP3 as your file 

format. Click the Options 

button and choose 

192 kbps.  

Name and export 

Name your file with useful 

information, and save it in 

your ACX project’s folder. 
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How To Master Chapters for ACX – Video Demo 
Using the Levelator and Audacity to compress, normalize and export 192k mono MP3s. Simple. 
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“

”

You’ll then 

upload that 

MP3 file to the 

PRODUCE 

AUDIOBOOK 

tab of your 

project. 
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Keep your ACX projects organized. 
Create systems that let you save things faster, find things easier and get your work done sooner. 

Only upload MP3s 

Never try to upload WAV files or 

any other file format. And save 

those MP3s. 

Use consistent filenames 

Use a consistent pattern, like title 

XX.mp3. That will keep them in 

chronological order. 

Save the raw WAV 

You’ll need it for doing pickups. You can 

trash the Levelated version: you can 

always Levelate the raw WAV again. 

Stay organized 

Create and follow a hierarchical 

list of rights holders, being careful 

to place files properly. 
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Lesson 03 
Revisions, pickups, and approvals, from RHs and ACX. 
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Once you click “I’m Done,” you aren’t, really. 
Things to prepare for and to correct: pickups and tech corrections. 

You probably will have pickups 

Your rights holder will (hopefully) provide you with 

quick feedback and pickups. 

You may have technical corrections 

ACX may judge your audio as needing adjustment. 

Hopefully not. 
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“

”

Don’t proof your own 

work after mastering: 

you’ll miss the same 

things you missed 

when you narrated. 

Let the RH proof 

your work. 
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How To Create An ACX Pickup Tracking Sheet – Video Demo 
Use Google Sheets to create a collaborative document that both you and the Rights Holder can access. 
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Push your Rights Holder to review quickly. 

They should be listening for errors in words as well as performance. 

Then you pickup and correct those errors. 
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How To Perform Pickups For ACX – Video Demo 
In almost every project, there’s going to be something you miss. Here’s how to pick those misses up. 
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3 Or More Things To Explore 
Your homework and other actionable items. 
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3 or more things to explore. 

Take your recordings and edit out your mistakes. 

Take what you’ve learned, explore and learn more, then put that all to work. 

Export 192k mono edited, Levelator-ed, -3.0 db normalized MP3 files. 

Build a Google Sheet to help your RHs organize your pickups. 

Master your recordings to ACX’s standards using Levelator. 
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Questions 
Fire away. Or send them to david@vo2gogo.com. 
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Pick a clip to record. 
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